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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 18725 
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TAGS:PFOR, TH, LA 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE VISIT OF LAO DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER PHOUMI 
VONGVICHIT TO THAILAND 

REF: BANGKOK 17885 

1. A KEY FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL TOLD US NOVEMBER 29 THAT 
THE MINISTRY WAS BUSY ARRANGING FOR AN OFFICIAL VISIT 

TO THAILAND OF LAO DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND FOREIGN MINISTER 
PHOUMI VONVICHIT. ALTHOUGH NEITHER THE VISIT NOR THE 
TIMING IS CERTAIN, THE MINISTRY IS PLANNING FOR PHOUMI'S 
PRESENCE DECEMBER 8 THRU 10. 

2. IF EMBASSY VIENTIANE IS NOT ALREADY AWARE OF THIS POSSIBILITY, 
WE WOULD RECOMMEND THAT IT NOT RAISE THE ISSUE WITH THE LAO 
UNTIL THE VISIT BECOMES PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE. 
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